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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT.CZ 

SUBJECT: SVOBODA REACHES EIGHTY 

1. CONTRARY TO NEARLY ALL INDICATIONS AND PREDICTIONS OVER THE 
PAST EIGHTEEN MONTHS, AND PRESUMABLY CONTRARY TO THE LAWS OF 
NATURE, PRESIDIUM MEMBER AND FORMER PRESIDENT LUDVIK SVOBODA 

IS STILL ALIVE AND SUFFICIENTLY WELL TO HAVE CELEBRATED HIS EIGHTIETH 
BIRTHDAY BY RECEIVING AND BEING PHOTOGRAPHED WITH HUSAK AND 
STROUGAL. ALL MAJOR DAILIES OF NOVEMBER 25 CARRIED FRONT-PAGE 
PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE THREE AND CONGRATULATORY MESSAGES FROM 
BREZHNEV AND CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF KSC. TV NEWS PRECEDING 
EVENING HAD SOME FILM COVERAGE OF MEETING WITH HUSAK AND 
STROUGAL WHICH, WHILE INSUFFICIENT TO PROVIDE MUCH OF A CLUE TO 
SVOBODA'S STATE OF HEALTH, DOES PROVE THAT HE IS CAPABLE OF 
BEING UP AND ABOUT FOR AT LEAST A LIMITED PERIOD. 

2. IN ADDITION TO SIMPLE FACT THAT SVOBODA HAS SURVIVED PHYSICALLY, 
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WE FIND IT INTERESTING THAT HE HAS ALSO SURVIVED HISTORICALLY, 
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UNLIKE THE GREAT MAJORITY OF COMMUNIST LEADERS ONCE OUT OF 
POWER. HUSAK APPARENTLY NOT ONLY FEELS UNTHREATENED BY 
WHATEVER FEELINGS SVOBODA MAY EVOKE AMONG CZECHOSLOVAKS, 

BUT PRESUMABLY SEES SOME BENEFIT TO BE GAINED BY TROTTING 
OUT THE ONLY FATHER FIGURE THE NATION MAY HAVE. 

PERRY 
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